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My primary responsibility is for the development of IPM systems for tropical and subtropical fruit crops. Chief among these are avocado, macadamia, lychee and strawberries. Biological control is a major focus for various pests that affect these crops, but in the tree crops, fruitspotting bugs are major pests for which there are currently no alternative controls to chemical sprays. Therefore I also have a continuing interest in the ecology and behaviour of these pests. Aspects of the bugs’ chemical ecology including pheromones, are being studied and where crops that are susceptible to birds and fruit bats need to be netted, the potential for using finer mesh sizes that will exclude some insect pests such as fruitspotting bugs, is also being investigated. In strawberries I have developed and implemented the ‘pest in first’ system for the control of spider mites in field grown crops, with 70% of the Queensland strawberry industry using the system.

